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JOHN OREENLEAF WHITTIER

CHAPTEE I.

ANCESTRY AND CHILDHOOD.

1807-1826.

JOHN GREENLEAF WHITTIER was born on the
17th of December, 1807, in a house built by his
paternal ancestor, in the East Parish of Haverhill,
Mass. This ancestor, Thomas "Whittier, was the
first of his name in America, and is supposed to
have been of Huguenot descent. He was born in
England in 1620, and came to this country when
eighteen years of age. lie sailed from Southamp-
ton, England, for Boston, Mass., in the ship Con-
fidence, April 24, 1638. Among his companions
on this voyage were his uncles, John and Henry
Kolfe, and a distant relative, Ruth Green, whom
he married a few years after his arrival, and whose
name appears in every subsequent generation. He
settled in Salisbury, Mass., on land now within the
limits of the town of Amesbury and bordering on
the Powow River, a small tributary of the Mem-
mac. The hill which to this day bears his name